
Dear Rhode Island Dental Providers,Dear Rhode Island Dental Providers,

We know that everyone is anxious to know when dentistry will receiveWe know that everyone is anxious to know when dentistry will receive
the COVID-19 vaccine and that there is a lot of misinformation goingthe COVID-19 vaccine and that there is a lot of misinformation going
around. We are sending this correspondence to provide you with thearound. We are sending this correspondence to provide you with the
most up to date information we have at this time.most up to date information we have at this time.

It is our understanding that dental providers have been designated inIt is our understanding that dental providers have been designated in
Phase 1 of the vaccine distribution plan. That said, we have beenPhase 1 of the vaccine distribution plan. That said, we have been
actively working with the Rhode Island Department of Health andactively working with the Rhode Island Department of Health and
members of the Vaccine Advisory Committee to work through themembers of the Vaccine Advisory Committee to work through the
logistics and formulate a plan to collectively vaccinate all dentallogistics and formulate a plan to collectively vaccinate all dental
providers together versus requiring each of you to go to variousproviders together versus requiring each of you to go to various
vaccination sites.vaccination sites.

As of now we anticipate all vaccinations will occur at the Rhode IslandAs of now we anticipate all vaccinations will occur at the Rhode Island
Dental Association headquarters in Warwick, RI over a two (2) weekDental Association headquarters in Warwick, RI over a two (2) week
period. A booster shot will then be required by everyone inperiod. A booster shot will then be required by everyone in
approximately three (3) weeks from the initial injection regardless ofapproximately three (3) weeks from the initial injection regardless of
whether you receive the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. We are still workingwhether you receive the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. We are still working
through who will be administering the vaccinations however we havethrough who will be administering the vaccinations however we have
been informed that multiple volunteers will be needed to make thisbeen informed that multiple volunteers will be needed to make this
event successful.event successful.

We had a site visit of the potential vaccine space this past week withWe had a site visit of the potential vaccine space this past week with
the Department of Health to ensure all COVID-19 guidelines will bethe Department of Health to ensure all COVID-19 guidelines will be
followed as well as create a draft floor plan. RIDA is working diligentlyfollowed as well as create a draft floor plan. RIDA is working diligently
with the Department of Health to have plans completed in advance sowith the Department of Health to have plans completed in advance so
that there is no delay when we receive the call that the vaccine is readythat there is no delay when we receive the call that the vaccine is ready
to be distributed to dentistry.to be distributed to dentistry.

As of now As of now we DO NOT have a timeframe as to when distribution willwe DO NOT have a timeframe as to when distribution will
occuroccur. As soon as we have ANY further information, including dates, we. As soon as we have ANY further information, including dates, we
will notify everyone immediately.will notify everyone immediately.

We understand the waiting game can be frustrating but pleaseWe understand the waiting game can be frustrating but please
remember that there is a tremendous amount of planning by a lot ofremember that there is a tremendous amount of planning by a lot of
different parties that goes into how to distribute the COVID-19 vaccinedifferent parties that goes into how to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine
in a timely and efficient manner. Given that both vaccinations justin a timely and efficient manner. Given that both vaccinations just
received EUA by the FDA, the State is still waiting to determine howreceived EUA by the FDA, the State is still waiting to determine how
much of each vaccine it will be receiving and when. Additionally, it ismuch of each vaccine it will be receiving and when. Additionally, it is
important that each designated group receive the same brand ofimportant that each designated group receive the same brand of
vaccine versus splitting the group between both vaccines. This makes itvaccine versus splitting the group between both vaccines. This makes it
easier for tracking and giving the booster shot. In dentistry alone, weeasier for tracking and giving the booster shot. In dentistry alone, we
are approximating 3,000- 4,000 vaccinations will need to beare approximating 3,000- 4,000 vaccinations will need to be



administered through RIDA headquarters to cover the dentaladministered through RIDA headquarters to cover the dental
community.community.

Therefore, we are asking that everyone please be patient. Again, we willTherefore, we are asking that everyone please be patient. Again, we will
update you with any further information as it becomes available update you with any further information as it becomes available VIAVIA
EMAILEMAIL. Calling the RIDA Executive Office will not provide you with any. Calling the RIDA Executive Office will not provide you with any
better information.better information.

The best thing you can do is to start having discussions with your staffThe best thing you can do is to start having discussions with your staff
now about the vaccine and encourage them to do their research if theynow about the vaccine and encourage them to do their research if they
have any questions. This will help avoid unnecessary delays in decisionhave any questions. This will help avoid unnecessary delays in decision
making when it is time for dentistry to receive the vaccine. You mightmaking when it is time for dentistry to receive the vaccine. You might
also take this opportunity to start having conversations with youralso take this opportunity to start having conversations with your
patients about the advantages of getting vaccinated, as the state will bepatients about the advantages of getting vaccinated, as the state will be
looking to all healthcare providers to help encourage everyone tolooking to all healthcare providers to help encourage everyone to
receive the vaccine. Here is a helpful checklist to use published by thereceive the vaccine. Here is a helpful checklist to use published by the
CDC.CDC.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Appendix-A-https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Appendix-A-
Communication-Confidence-Checklist.pdfCommunication-Confidence-Checklist.pdf

We have also provided a FAQ with general information about theWe have also provided a FAQ with general information about the
vaccine:vaccine:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/faq.htmlncov/vaccines/faq.html

Finally, the RIDA Executive Office will be closed beginning Thursday,Finally, the RIDA Executive Office will be closed beginning Thursday,
December 24, 2020 and will reopen Monday, January 4, 2021. If thereDecember 24, 2020 and will reopen Monday, January 4, 2021. If there
is any advancement in the status of vaccinations for dentistry duringis any advancement in the status of vaccinations for dentistry during
that time, accommodations will be made to reopen the Executive Officethat time, accommodations will be made to reopen the Executive Office
early. We will not delay your receipt of the vaccine.early. We will not delay your receipt of the vaccine.

We hope that you have a happy and healthy holiday and we will updateWe hope that you have a happy and healthy holiday and we will update
you all in the New Year!you all in the New Year!

Sincerely,Sincerely,

Christy B. DurantChristy B. Durant
RIDA Executive DirectorRIDA Executive Director
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